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Renewal of (Covenant the great Duty| | 

incumbent 08 decaying or diſtreſſed | | 4 
CHURCHES. | 


A SERMON 


Concerning Renewing of Covenant with Ged in Chriſt, | } 
Preached at Dorcheſter in New-England, the 21.Day 
ofthe 1. Moneth 1697. being a Day of | 


HUMILIATION || 


There, on that Occaſion, | 


By Increaſe eM, ather, Teacher of 
a Church in Boſton, 


Deut.29.1- Theſe ave the word" of the overant which tb! Lord conmarded Moe 
ſes to make with the Children of Iſrarl , in the Lind of Moab, bride the 
Cov'nent which be made with them in Horeh. 

Jer.go.g. {ome, let us jou our ſely:s to the Lord, is « gerpttaal Covent: that | 
ſhall nat be forgatten- 


Diſpurare etiam poſumns-pro wnicne pred refermara, (h.e. pro prrſo” 
nal; et explicica cun Do tt cum Ecclefes pafhions) ex (olenni illa profe® 
(ſione Fidei, Faderiſque perſons |! patione, quam in Reformatione | 
ſua Nehemias &c. neceſſariam arbirrati ſunt. Parker de Polir. Ec- | f 
cleſ. Lib. z p. 193,173- : ' 

In Veteri Teſtamento toties fere legimus de renovatione Federis, quotics 
refertur ſolennis aliqua Ecclef.e Reformatio, Ameſ. Med. Theol, L.1. 
Cap. zz, Th.16, - | 
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TO. THE CMURCH OF CHRIST IN 


DORCHESTER 


Dearly Beloved in the Lord feſm, 


Here are ( though none ſuch that I know of a- 
mong(t you ) who haye oppoſed the DoQtrine of /,,,,, cation 
the Chzrch-covenant, not only as to Renewals jr i, Book of 
thereof , buc they ſtrikzar che thing ir ſelf, de- 4+ was. M/ 
nying it to be an Ocdiuance of Chriit, or to have Fiber 14 bis 
any Scripture foundation, (a) Thoſe Emineat ſervants of God 7 ape ——_ 
who were Inſtruments inthe hand of Chriſt, of planting theſe ls ae 
Churches, bave aſſerted and proved, not only that Covenaa- zzker in bis 
tirg is lawful, bur neceſſary and eſſentiall ro the very Being /--e of Church 
ofa Church. Albeit I doubt not but thae you unts whom 1 am 4/<#4ne-ch-4, 
now ſpeaking;are fully (atiſtied ia che ruth concerning this mat- 5:57 —_— 
ter, yetir may be, it will not be altogether unproticable ( as 14 430i. eap.z 
tending to your further eſtabliſhment in the preſent Truth ) to T4e Platform 
remind you of the Arguments whtTreby that Principle of our way @ Piſciplin?. 
(and we truſt the way of Cirift ) bath beea confirmed, And © 4 
they are ſuch as theſe, 

1, Itis clear, beyond diſpute that the Church under the old- 
Teſtament was eſtabl:ſhed by Covenant, and therfore the un- .. 
churching of the Tews is expreſſed by that of breaking their Co #4 
venant, Zach, 11.9, 10, 14. 2. The Names which are gi 
ven to the Church in Scripture bear witneſs to this Truth. It is 
called a City, Pal, 87. 3. Eph. 2.9. Every City is united by Co- 
venant, The Citizens are received into fs Civitatis, into righe 
of City priviledges :by ſome Covenant or Oath, Again, the "I 
Church is ſaid ro be Eſpouſed to Chriſt, 2, Cor. 11.2, And they 
tit joyn tothe Church are ſaid co be mirried co the Church, If, 
62.5, N29 we know chag marriage cannot be without Covenan- 
ung. ?, All Relations which are neigherx naturall nor 
A 2 eee]  vio- 
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To the Charch is Dorcheſter; 


violent, but voluntary, are by vertue of ſome Covenant, Church 
Relation is vohuntary, therefore the Covenant doth conſtizyy 
meninſncha Relation, #4. Ifa Church decayed is to berg, 
ſiqred and reformed by Renewing their Covenant, then the' 
Church is at firſt EreQed thereby, For things are to be Reformed 
by reducing them to their fir Inſtirucion. Math, 16,8, 1.Cor, 11, 
23. Rev.2. J. But tharthe Church hath ſtill been Reformed þy 
Renewall of Covenant, the Scriptures do abundantly teſtify, How 
rarely do we read of a Chucch Reformation attained, but in this 
= ? o- Let the Inventory of all other Reſpects be broughtin 
and confidered, and ic will be found rhat none of them conltitute 
a Church. and therefore this of the Covenant only muſt, Itis + 
gainſt reaſon to Imagine that meer Cohabication iſhould doe 
it; For then Infidels would be of the Church, Nor doth a meer 
external profeſſion make a man a member of this or that Church, 
For then it would be impoſſible to excomunicate or, cut off a cor- 
rupt member{ from ſuch a body Pelitick, ſince it is not in the pow. 
er of men to prevent any one from making a pr ofe (li »n of the 
Goſpel. Nor doth Baptiſme conſtitute a member of che Church; 
For then, if a mans memberſhip ceaſeth by difſolu:ion ofthe 
Church, Excommunication, diſmiſfion, bis Baptiſme, if the form 
of memberſhip, /\would become a nullity. It remains then, that 
a particular Church is conſtituted by the Covenant, or agree- 
ment of Saints to walk *with God, and one another, according 
to the Order of the Goſpel. 
It hath been objeRted by ſome, that the DoRtrine of F xpiicit 
/#'Ste.ntr.  Covenanting doth unchurch all Chriſtians but thoſe of our way, 
Stor of th: Cn ſuch a praRtice not being known to the Chriſtian World until 
thelick Church. the late Separatiſts began it, Unto all whic'), the old anſwer is 
p41 bt -\'r. ſafficient, that although the more Explicic the Covenant is, 'the 
—— _ better : ( 6 ) there is much of the ?viſible glory 'of Chriſt apper 
ne'9” ring init; and certainly when men viſibly, and Explicitly bind 
themſelves and their Children to Chrift, they cannor bind them 
to 2 better Maſter; nevertheleſs, Explicitreſs is only an AdjurRof 
the Covenant, therefore not Eſſentiall to the Being, though def- 
(c/d: poiit.Ee- reable as to the Order, and Well-beirg ofa Church, Nor is it 
c:/.L 3c.16. true that explicic Covenanting was r0: is, uſe,exceprt amorg thoſe 
(4d: polit Ec- of the Separation, For ( c ) Parkir ard (dy) Zepperrs ( who had 
lr. 1.p.158. Teaſon to know it ) declare that upon their perſonal knowledge, 
L-: 5.741 fach Covenanting as we plead for, was praiſed in ——— 
form 


Fo the Chutth in Dorcheſter? | 
formed Charches, Yeait were eaſy to produce ( + ) Decrees 'of (7) 76 
Reforming Synods, determining that none ſhould de received 7 I is 
into their Churches, bat in ſuch a way; And therefore a late lear- xii id D r:- 
and warthy (f) Profeſſor in the Univer ſuy of Leyden, Ore at pus Fes 
Neth 'that thoſe of the Congregational way are rotto be bla  _ 
med for their Dorine about the Church Covenant, Alſo ( 7 ) "s - - — 
Comenivs teſtifieth, that ſuch Explicit and ſolemn Covenanting 7a © © 
4s we plead for, was practiſed in thoſe famous Churches in Zuke- (6, $* the Mev» 
we, Andit is famouſly knowa (6) that there was a Church of ty; 3k:,50! ; 
Chriſtians ſo combined together in Exglaud in Queen Aaryes Þ 554 _ 
dayes, all whoſe names were written down in a Book which that —_ 0s 
bleſſed Martys Cathbers Sympſen (the Deacon of the Church) -=-4 : 
had by him, which Book was ſtrangely preſerved from falling (4; oe cj: 4: 
into the hands of the adverlaryes, by means ofa redoubled dream » pflataen” 
of Mr, Rowghs, the Paſtor of that Church, And that great Refor - 4» _ 
mer (5) fobn Alaſco gathered a Church in London, who were 743 77.0 
conjoyned by explicic Covenant, in K.Edward the 646, his dayes, lk , Is Apol. 1+ 
The Dutch Church now in London are the Poſterity of that peo- p mcbi g5- 
ple, Farchermore, it is evident, from 7»fin 4.5513»: teſtimony 
(who lived in the very next age tothe Apolltles) that Chr i-tizns in 
thoſe dayes did explicicly Covenant, For he faith of them, 
arthieausy '16:745 7% Ots Ke, They were ſuch as did give them- 
ſz|ves to God, & did profeſs iliey believed that the things tought 
inthe Goſpel were true, and that they would for the ſuture lead. 
their {ives according ther eunto, 
Qchers have objected, chat we tind nothing in the New-Tella- 
ment concerning a Church Covenant, And ſuppoſe it were fo 
indeed, I's the old Teltament Apocrypha in theſe dayes? Its a 
ſolid Notion, that things abundantly inlifted on in the Old Teila- 
ment, and matters about which there was no occation for con- 
troverſie in the Apoſiles time, are ſparingly mentioned in the 
New Teſtament, As therein much is not ſaid concerning the 
SanRtification of the Sabbath, Nor expreſs mention of the Bap- 
tiſme of Infants, ic was ſo plain and unqueſtionable a thing, that 
the Infants of Believers ſhould have the initiating Seal of the Co- 
venant applyed to them, that there was no need to in!i't expreſly 
dna matter then, ſo clear & indiſputable, And as for the Comes: 
Covenaus, there wants not New Teſtament proof for ic, For ſome 
_— inthe old Veftament which ſpeak of ic, refer tothe day's 
of the Goſpel.$o Iſa.56,6,7. & 44.5, & 62.3, Jer. 50.5, Ezrk. 
A 3 20. 
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To ibe Clatich is Dorthefter 
"26 7.” Knd io the New-Teſtament we read of the Churchy 
bein®eſpouled toChriſt,; and tha: Chweb- Members are Fellow. 
: Citretns, and of their being in Felloy ſhip eogerher, & being 4444 
ro che Church, all which expreſſions imply ſuch covenancing y 
is by us propugned and practiſed), - E- | 
And if the thing it ſelf be warrantable, the Renewal! of it is in 
caſe a duty. Nor can I think of any momentous objeRtion again} 
it, Iknow ſome are ſcrupulous ( and it is =_ £0 be of a tender 
Conſcience ) leſt men be not duly prepared for a Renewal! of C6. 
venant ,and will not keep their [Ingagements, #nd ſo greater Judp. 
mene follow; But ic may be Replyed, 1, This ſtrik*th ec all Explicy 
Covenanting; yea by this Argument we muft have no days of Hy. 
miliation, nv coming to Sacraments, becauſe if profeſſors be for. 
malin theſe things, they break the third Commandmentr, and the 
Lord will not hold chem guilcleſs. 2. Our Cliurches are 
(chrough grece) as well prepared for this duty as che Children 
of [ſr1cl were ſometimes when they Renewed their Covenant, & 
a bleiling followed, 3. If only an Externall Reformation ſho11ld be 
actained cherby chat may prevent outward ludgements. 4 A num- 
ber of living Chriltians will be ſincere in what they do,8 io bring 
down a bleſſing upon others as well as themielves. Chriſt ſome- 
times judgeth of his Churches by the Gold chat He ſeerh in then 
If a few Golien ſincere members in a Church Renew, and 
keep their Covenant with God, the Soctetyes and Towos, where- 
to they belong, ſhill fare the beccer for them, In a word a Chri- 
ſtian ſh»1ld no: be like him that Zacher ſpeaketh of, who b-caul: 
h- made m1ny promiſes to God, that he would ſerve him in new- 
ne\s of life, and yer kep: them nor, therefore reſolved to live ata 
looſe end, and never ingage himſelf ro God any more. Only a 
work of this nature ſhould be done rot in our own ſtrength, 
but bumbly depending upon Chriſt,'and wich all poſſible ſerioul- 
neſs, ſince it is a moſt dreadfull thing eo tranſa& perſonally with 
the holy, and infinicely glorious Majeſty of heaven and earth, 
And now (my Brethren) as for the publication of this S:r- 
mon, ic w1s your concurrent deſires that prevailed wich me to 
conſent an:0 ic. AndI mult confeſs that I haye peculiar reaſo 
to be wilting co ſerve youin any thing wherein I may, for 
was orice an unworthy Member of your Church, and my fic 
pubiick Lzbours inthe Miniſtry (now ewenty years agoe) were 
beſtowed amorgi: rou, You were my Fathers Fjock, cat \ 
vpp0-: 


To the Church in Dorchefler, 


ſuppoſe) the greateſt part of you now living, the Seals of his Mint- 
fry, who ſerved Chriſt amongſt you for the ſpace of chirty three 

ears and more without ceafing, You have alſo manifeſted your 
willingneſs(before his death & (ince alſo)rhat 1 (however unwor- 
thy) ſhould have been my Fathers Succeſſor, Your undeſerved 
love wherein I ſhall whilſt I live acknowledge, & bear a pratefull 
Remembrarce of, And I bleſs God, who hath provided ano- 
ther, a faithſull Paſtor for you, and lorg may he continue as 2 
B'eſſing among you, and over youin the Lord, Ifthis, or any 
other weak endeavour of mine, may be a means to promote 
your ſpiritual Edification, 1 ſhall have cauſe to rejoyce, Yet 
I think I ſhould hardly bave given way to this publication, 
had root ſome Judicious and worthy Perſons, conceived that 1t 
might (if the BleGirg of Chriſt goe along with it) tend to pro- 
note the holy work, by you lately and folemnly(and 1 hope ſin- 
cerely ) attended, in other Congregations alſo, And who know 
eth low far your Ex.mple may provoke others to a godly emu- 
lation? The Lord help us to be in earneſt in the matter of Rc- 
formati:n, and therefore to attend all means which God hath 
ſan&fied to the attairmen? of that end,in thu New- England day, 
left greater Fires be kindled, and more Candleſticks removed 
out of their places, and then it be too late to prevent thoſe evills 
which as yet may poſſibly be diverted, 

1 ſhall add no more at preſent, only that I do (not in a Comple 
mental way, but earneſily ) defire the belp of your prayers that 
] may be enabled to fulfill che Miniſtry which 1 have received of 
the Lord, and finiſh my courſe with joy. So beſeeching thg 
Grace of the Lord Jeſus to be with you, 1 reſt, 


Tour: in the Lord alv ages 
BOSTON, 


_— g Paz, [ncreaſe Mai her. 
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Neh. 9, 3. «And becauſe of all this we 


make a ſure Covenant, 


His Book of Nehewins is Hiftorical, among? other 
things we have an account of what was done b 
the Jews (in thoſe dayes the only Church of God 
upon earth) after they were delivered fromthe 
Heathen Nations, who had ſorely waſted and deftroyed them, 
inorder tea Reformation of thoſeevills that had provoked the 
Lord againit thera, There are two things mentioned that 
way in this and in the following Chapters, 1. They kept a 
day of ſolemn Humiliation by faſting and Prayer : the time 
when this day was obſerved is expreſ[:din the firſt Verſe of 
this Chapter, Now in the twenty and fourth day of the montth,the 
Chilarin vf Iſracl wire aſſembled with Fafting and with Sack- 
«/:1h:4, and the manner how the day way obſerved, and the 
time ſpent is expreffcdin the third verſe, namely in bearing 
the word and in Prayer ; They read 18 the Book of the Law of 
the Lord thrir God one fonrth part of the aay, and another fourth 
nart they confeſſed, In their Confeſſions they doe, 1. Acknow- 
ledge the Lords great goodneſs to them and to their Fathers, 
in that he called Abraham and eſtabliſhed a Covenant with him 
and his ſeed after him in their Generations, and brought them 
our of Egypt, wonderfully preſerved them in the Wilderneſs; 
ſerled chem in the land of Canaan, and there ſaved them many 
atime, The pgreate@ part of this Chapter is taken up in ac - 
knowledgments of this nature, - 3, They confeſs their own 
inpratitude and ur:worthy walkings before the Lord,v.y4.35. 
3. They contels that they were under ſolemn Rebukes of 
Provide:.ce, v. 36,37. 4+. They likewiſe confeſs that God 
was jult in all chat ev:!| that was come upon them, v.3 yz, How- 
bit they art juſt is all that ie brought wpon #1, for thin haft done 
nt, but we hav? done wichealy, P 2, The 


; | (2) 

2. We have the Relation of another thing done in order 
tO Reformation, viz.a ſolemn Renewal of their Covenant, which 
Was 2 conſequent of their Confeflions and Humiliations be. 
fore theLord, And ofthis we have dn acccunt in the next, 

(«) fc Junius, AS alſo in the laſt verſe of this Chapter, with which ſome begin 
Pucacor et 4- the Chapter following, (4) theſe words havirg a conneRion 
lik, with the things related therein, 

In this verſe we have 1, the duty performed,'c.the m:kins of 
4 ſure Covenant, We make) Hebr, ©P"1 we lirike a Cove» 

(3) Stabane oe Oat The word originally cometh from a root that fignili- 
ce's firmabant eth to cut or kill, becauſe it was the manner (6) of 01d in con- 
Fadera pores. keming Covenants, to kill ſome creature or other , by which 
Vir. «A1ead 8. Rite they intimated that God ſhould ſtrike and kill and cut in 
pieces him that did not make conſcience to keep the Covenant, 
A («re Covenart | the Hebrew word "ZN which is here nſed 
6 relnttin ſigaifieth Fidelity. Jt is as much as if it were ſaid, we plight 
x = our Troth unto the Lord, Sept, run d12).44n as nicw we 
Felu Fid:li. Engage our Faith upon it, that we will obſer ve wha: we hare 
rtats.ie ce cy. Promiſed, and walk more cloſely with God for the t:me 
varda f:4:li:a'e to come, then we have done in the dayes that are pall & gone, 
| eros 2. Wehavethe Form or manner of proceeding in this [rs 
"010 29% gagement, it was dons by writing, They did bird them- 
ſelvesto the Lerd, not only by their words, but with theic 
hands, that ſo chey mighc be ſure to be faſt bound unto him, 
And becauſe the Congregation was very great & aumerous,c 
no doubt many among chem too that were not adle to write, 
therefore their Rulers and ehief men ſubſcribel in the name 

of all the ref, 

I ſhall only ſpeak to the duty at preſent : we know that this 
people was in Covenant with God before this day of Fatt was 
kept, and therefore tha making of a Coverant here ſpcken of, 
intends only a Solemn renewal thercef, 

The DoQtrine therefore before us, is, Th-t thire ave time 
t herein ſolemn Renewal of Coptuant i1 4 duty inermb: nt on the 


oY People of God, Now for the clearing of this Doctrine, there 


are four things that may be briefly enquired irto, 1, What? 
is implyed in making a Cevenant with God, 2, How It 
doth appear that renewal of Covenantisatuy. 3, When 
the Lords people ought to renew their Coverauc, 4, The 
Reaſons why they ſhould doſo, 


(). b 
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(34 
'Q. 1. What 1 implied in making 4 Covenant with God ? 

4.1.1t Implyes.# theftag the 5; the only true God in Piſme Criſs 

16 be or God Dial. 48. 14; "For this God is onwr God for ever and 

4$#9, This is Cnveranting, eyen a makirg an ren Choice 

of God: Hetice it is expriffedby.that > Cliaving to 4heLord. 

Joſh. 3.8: bur 'eleqve nts the Lord yeur Cod, d.e, chole Mim"and 

him only and for ever as your God. The Subſtance, Svvul ard 

Life of the Covenant isin this, * AS the Sum of the Cortugee 

on'the Lords part is expreſſed by that; of tis bein "the 'Go of 

66 prople, Jer.t1.33, / will bethiir G id and they Ball. ob fe: 

ple, An exprefſion which is uſe hs ſome obſer 90). lealt fit 

teen times in the'Stripture, to expreſs ite CoVenanit : 16 tht ſub- 

ſtance of the Covenant on our part is . comprehended'ih that ;of 

taking the Lord to bee car God, And this is dorie inwardly when 

the betrt is'given-v to God, when their. is ati entirs rehpnati- 

on ofa mans foul ahd ſelf unto God in Jeſus Chriſt, 2.Cor.$,y. 

Thiy gave their ows [thor te the Lord, Or outwardly and wy 

bly, #.e, when men do profeſs before all rbe world that they ate 

and would be the Lords Servants, Nence, when the Lords pe$- 

ple did ſolemnly renew their Covenant in Joſhuahs tjme, be ſaid 

w them, 1 are witneſſes that you have choſen the Lord to ſerte 

is, Joſh.2:4. 32. char was thgir open profeſſion and claxati- 

on ther they were the Lords {ervants. It is therefore expreſſed 

by that of avouching the Lord. Dent. 26.17. 7 hon haft avonch- * 

ed the Lord to be thy God this day. $0 thou haſt ſaid; (4) ſo rhou Hebr. NG 

beſt ſolemnly | —— Alſo, Covenanting with (Ged in the profeſs e5 4:9 

Gayev of the New-Teſtament js voted by expreſſions imparting 4447 wa 

the ſame thing, 1fai.44. y. (a Scripeure that doth,relate to, Gol- Jew pry 

pel times) one Ball ſay 7 am the Lords, aud another Gal! call himſelf 7;.t7 wtis e* 

by the N ame of F acob, und another foall ſub/cribe with his hand to Þ:an, Caſtelli 

the Lord, and ſurname bimſelf by the name of I[yacl. How fub- 

ſcride with his hand 2 what is the + meaning of thaz. * It is (e) (* Begiifs At- 

vs much as ifir were ſaid, he ſhall be the Lords Volunteer, as a *** 

Souldier chat cometh, and with his own hand liſts himfelf ander 

ſuch a Commander, openly declaring that he will live and dye 

the ſeryice of ſuch a General, Hence alſo Chriſtians by rea- (f) Vegetius 7, 

ſon of their Covenant are ſaid td have the Name of God wric- *-5. ,._ 

tenin_their foreheads, Rev. 14.1, Ig was an antient Cuſtome, (£/*0408i9%3 

that(f) ſouldiers had their Generals Name or brand marked on b.5-33' 

their hynds, and ( £) ſeryants had. their Magers Name marked 

i Ya 


*—— - 


C8) | 
on their forcheads, wherehy it was manifeſt before the world; 
whoſe ſervants they were, inalſuſion co chat, the Locds Core 
nant "people are in the Revelation, {ad to have the Name 
of God, and the Name of Chriſt on their foreheads, 6.e, they 
are {nch as do openly in the ſight of heaven & earth profeſs tha 


' they are his Servants and SubjeRs. Therefore, 


a. 7 bis making a Covenant, doth imply a profeſſed [ubjeHion ts 
the revealed {ns Gan As amongſt men, there being a Cors. 
nant between Maſter and Servant, the Servant is bound to 0 
the Maſter, andto fallfll his will, ſo a Covenant People hare 
promiſed ſnhmiſfion to the will of God. They are bound tg 
own and ſubj:R. unto the holy wayes of Ged, Inaſmuch xs 
the Children of Iſrael had avouched the Lord to be their God, 
therefore they were under obligation, jo wa/k,in bu ways, and 
ts kerp bis Statutes, and big Commandments, and hu fudgments, 
ts hearken to buy woice. Deut. 26.17, Yea indeed, ſuch a people, ire 
bound. abſolutely to ſubje to the will of God, fo as to obey 
him not only in ſome things but in every thing that he ſhill (ce 
good to enjoyn wpon them, This we ſee in the Context, when 
this people renewed cheir Covenant, t hey promiſed ſaying, we 
will obſer we & dee all the Commandment: of the Dord our Lord Neh 
19.29.And weread of the Corinthiags that after they became 
a Covenant People,they did profefiedly ſubjet themſelves to the 
Gopſel.2 Cor 9. 1g. y0ur profeſſed ſubjeion to the Goſpel o! Chrit 
They ſubjeRed themſelves to the Dotrine of the Goſpel, to the 
order of che Goſpel & to all the holy rules of the Goſpel (4) One 
Duty much commended and required in the Goſpel is Charity 


{hj ».Belgick. and Benificence rofdards needy Saints, & the Corinthians by rex- 


Au, 


TY TTOIOW7 one ooo 


ſon of their Covenant were profeſſedly ingaged to that Daty, 
and by their praRice they owned before a!l the world their Pro- 
feſfion and ingagement in that reſpect; 

3. Thi: Covenanting which the text ſpeakrth of, doth imply ant 
neuncing of thoſe things Which ave suconſifient With the ſervice of 
Ged. e.g. The love of the world is inconſiftent with the ſervice 
of God. Mart. 6.24.7 cawnot ſerve God and MMammon, They then 
that have covenanted to be the Lords Servants, are under in- 
gagement, (char whatever they have been in former times) they 
will be Lovers of the world no longer. Apain, the Ser vice of yin 
is inconſiſtenc with the Service of God, and thence they that 
make a Covenant with the Lord, dge ingage that they will not 

| ſeryt 


($) | 
ſerve fin any longer, -Wherefore Joſhuah ſaid unto the peopl® 
when they wete about to renew their Covenant, you cannot ſerve 
the Lord, for be ir an boly God. meaning that they could not ſerve 


him & keep their fins and Idols roo. Joſh.24.19. And Chriſti- Conſt a 298. 
ans in the primitive times, when they did enter into Covenant (+18.7-253- 


with God, they (5) did exprefly deelare their renunciation of Sin, 
Gatanand the World, When the Queſtion was ſolemnly pu: to 
them, Abrennucia ? doft thou revounce the enemies of Chriſt 


Y (kh) in Brbimig 


and of thy Souls Salvation? They would anſwer again, /pondeo v. Ration ordie 
it abrennntio, 1 atterly renounce them all, and promiſe to ſerve «# di/ciclia ran 
not them but Chrif, (4) The like cuſtom to this bath been ſolemns tr Brb:m.p 46" 


ly obſerved in ſome of the retor med Churches, And we ſ:e in 
this Context, that when theſe Iſraelites renewed their Covenan:, 
they promiſed to forſake ſuch and ſuch fins, as afterwards we 
ſhall W more fully. Ina word, ſuch DoRrines as are incon- 
fitent with Truth in Religion, and ſuch praQtices as cannot Rand 
with Power of Godlineſs. a people that renew their Covenaar 
are bound to renounce them, We come then tothe ſecond En- 
quiry, vie, 

2 2, How it doth apprar that it ir net enongh for mew to male 
a Covenant \vith the Lord, but that ſol:wn renewal of Covenant is 
ſometimes a Duty ? 

A. We ſhall mention three Arguments, all of them evincing 
the Truth of the DoQrine before us. 1. It is evident that renew- 
al of Covenant is a Duty, in that min ought frequently to worſtip 
Grd. Whenever God is worſhipped the Covenant is renewed 
implicitly, No man doth at any time worſhip Fehsvtb, but be 
doth therein and thereby avouch the Lord to be his God, inal- 
much as that which we worſhip we own to be God, and ouc 
God alſo. And hence is that expreſſion, Plal.zo.5, 477 Saints 
that have made a Covenant with me by Sacrifice, becauſe as of:en 
aS the Lords people did offer Sacritice to the Lord, thry did by 
that a& of Religious Worſhip, renew and confirm their Cove- 


nant with him. (/) Sacrificing was of old a ſz1eral Rice. So, when 5 If &:3 320-4 


the Lords people ſarRife a Sabbath ro the honour of his Name, 
they do by that virtually renew their Coveranc, Ezck.:0.20, 
Hallow my Sabbathr, and they foall ve a Sign bitwren me and you, 
that you may kno\p that am the Lord your God. Due obſcrvation 
of the Sabbath, is one Sign of a Covenant people, When men 
doe religiouſly obſer ve che Chriftian Sabdagd, they — 

B y them- 


(6) 
themſelves to be under the New Covenant, even the Covenant 
of Grace, as under its new and laſt and belt way of Adminiſtra- 
ton; and that Jeſus Chriſt is their Lorg and Saviour, Yea when- 
ever Chriſtians pray unto God in Chrilt, eſpeciaily when they 
Falt and Pray, the Covenant is renewed : for then they profeſs 
that God in Jeſus Chriſt is the objcR of their Faich, and impli- 
cicly (at lealt) promiſe to endeavour a Refor mation of the ſing 
which they confeſs and beg the pardon of, Inaſmuch then ax 


_ Cutyes of divine worſhip ought ſrequently to be attended, it is 


not enough for men once to enter into Covenant, but there muſt 
be a renewal of that Covenant, 

2, The Trath u further evident, in that the Lord hath appointed 
Seals of bus Coverant, Under the old Teftament the Covenant 
was ſealed by circumciſion and the Paſsover : and we know that 
Baptiſme and the Lords Supper are the Seals of the New-Te- 


, Utament; and therefore they are commonly called Sacraments, 


mas mov! Rl 
ut, but As 
( E444 D)nithe 


Which word doth import the higheſt engagement that may be; 
yea an Oath . It is (vs) 4 military word : For Souldt- 
ers in former times were wont to take an Gath of Fidelity to 
theic General, and this they called (the Sacrament. They would 
ſay oge t6.an0ther, have you taken the Sacrament ? meaning, hive 
you yet taken the Oath of Alleg:ance co your Genera], that you 
will be- faithfull unte him to the Deach ? So they that axe ſub- 
jeRs of eicher of tbe Sacraments appointed under the New-Tell- 
ament, are under an Oath of Fidelicy unco Chriſt, By Baptiſn 
Chriſtians mike a ſyre Covenant with the Lord, Hence they 
are ſaid to be baptiſed ( 4s 74 cr0us (») in Nomen) Into the Name 
of the Father an1 the Son and the Holy Ghoſt Math, 28.19. Be 
cauſe the Baptiſed perſon is bound to appreve himſelf as becom- 
eth a Servant of chat God whe is Father, Son and Spirit, and 
Baptiſme is ſaid co be 5nts the Naw of the Lord Feſma, AR.19.5. 


+#naſmuch. as the party baptiſed is under ſolemn ingagement 


to ſubmit to the Name and Authority of the Lord Jeſus inal 
things. When a Father (or Mother) preſeats his child co Bip: 
tiſme, the Covenant is not only then ſealed to the Cli!d, but 
confirmed wich the Parent, Yea he by bringing his child co Bup- | 
tiſme, doth renew his taking .hald of that Covenant, wheren 
the Lord hath ſaid, 7 will be a Gdd- to ther and to thy Serd, A'lo, 
In the Lords Supper the Coven3”t is renewed both on the Lords 
part ard on ours, Chrilttber:ttoce when he did inſtitute - 
Ordl- 


(7) 
Ordinance of the Supper, ſaid, ths Cup i the New-Teſtament in 
m7 bleed which 5: ſhed for you, Luk.22.20. h.e.the wine in the cup 
doth ſignifie the Blood of Chriſt, whereby the Lord doth confirm 
the new Covenant with the Believer, and the Believer doth by 
_—_ of that cup, anew take hold of his intereſt in the Cove- 
nant o!Qraee, and promiſe to walk before the Lord accordin 
tothe terms of the Covenant, Now this Ordinance of the Supper 
ought frequently to be attended, 1.Cor.11.26. As often as 16 
tat this Bread ani arink this Cup, So that it is an Ordinance 
which Chriſtians ought ofcen to worſhip the Lord in. Some of 
the Antients, doe expreſly teſlihe that the Lords Supper was in 7+: Mrre,r, 
thoſe primitive times obſerved every Lords day, and the Scrip- £54 7 14 -11144. 
ture (in the As of the Apo?lles) doth intimate no leſs. Howe- 
ver it ought to be often adminiltred, albeit thereis no ſtated 
Rule deter mining juſt how often, and therefore the Covenant is 
often to be renewed, 

3. The Loras people ought torenew their Faith and Repertance, 
and that implyeth a renewal of Covenare, When a Sinner is 
truly converted, then is he ſavingly bronght into ; Covenant 
with God in Chriſt, They that pretend to Converſion, Faith, & 
Repentance. are vitbly in Covenant with the Lord, and they t\ar 
zrereally converted,are everlaſtingly in Covenant even betrothed 
tothe Lord fog ever, Now there are renewed Converſions which 
the Lords own children may ſtand in need of, eſpecially in caſe 
of any great iriquity commirteJ apainſt the Lord, or ſpecial 
Corruption breaking forth, Hence David after his lamentable 
Fall, in that matter about Uriah the Hirtjte, prayed as in Pſal.5 1. 
10. Create iv me a eleanheart O God and RENEWW a right ſpirit 
within me, He ſaw that he ſtood in need of going over the work. 
of Converſion again, and ſo of Renewing his cloſure and cove- 
nant with God in Jeſus Chriſt, Andic was ſaid to Peter, when 
they art converted, Þ.e, when thou ſhale have renewed thy turn- 
ng to the 1,ord, Thou : ſaith Chriſt) wilt break tby Covenant & 
Promiſe, Thou haſt promiſed to Rand by methy Maſter what- 
exer come of ir; bur Temptation will be too hard for thee, and 
then thou muſt renew thy Faith and Repentarce.Luk. 22.32.Yea 
It was ſaid to all the Diſciples of Chriſt, except you be converted, 
M,18,3. intimating that there was a- necefſicy of their being 
Gnverted anew trom a particular Corrup:ion, which was at et at 
tine too prevalent in them, Mpreover the Lord Jeſus yo” 

| cal 


(8) 

call upon the Chorches in Aſia to repent, as we ſet in the 24. & 
34. Chapters of the Revelagjon. They had repented before 
Chrilt ſent thoſe Epiſtles from heaveryte awaken them, yet thi 
-Lord would have them to renew their Repentance;, and that im- 
plyeth chat renewal of Covenant , which 1am now ſpeaking of, 
Bu the truth in anſwer to this enquiry will appear morefully ig 
ſpeaking ro the third particular propoſed, viz, | 

3- #hen the Lords People oug bt to renew their Covenant ? 

Anſ. 1 ſhall only ſpeak concerning thoſe more ſolemn and 
extraordinary renewals of Covenant, which che Text hath eſpe- 
cal reference unto, For I delight to keep as cloſe as may be to the 
ſubjeR I hayein hand, This then of a more ſolemn Renewal of 
Covenant is a Duty in two caſes eſpecially, both which are noti: 
ficd in the Context, 

1. Jn caſe of eminent danger and diſtreſr, So here this 
Church and Congregation of the Iſraelites having ſaid »: 
are in Treat diſtreſi, it is added, and becanſeof all thu, we 
mihe a ſure Covenant; The truth is that the very dictates 
of natural Conſcience, dire& men te renew their Vows 
and Covenznts with God at ſuch times. And inſtarces are not 
rare inthe Scripture confirming this, When Jacob was to re- 
move from his Fathers houſe, that was an hazardous underti- 
king, whereſore, he vatred a Volv ſajing, if God will be with me, 
ana keep me in thy way that I gor, ſo that I come again unto my Fo 
thers houſe in peace, then ſpall the Lord be my Goa, thus did he re- 
new his Covenant, Gen.28.2@,21, And fepthab, when be was 
greatly diſtreſſ:d by reaſon of the Heathen who made an unjuſt 
Warr upon him, that put him upon ſolemn vowing to the Lord, 
and ſo renewing his Covenant in that way, Judg. 1 1. 3o. Likewiſe 
the children of Iſrael, while yet in the Wilderneſs, when ſome of 
the Heathen that lived in the ſoutherneparts, fought againſt chem 
and took ſc me of thera Priſoners , they vowed a Yow to the 
Lord, Numb. 21.1,z. Yet more, when the firſt Generation of 
thoſe that came out of Egypt were dead, and another Gen:r- 
tion riſen up, who were called of God to ingage in Warr + 
gainit the Heathen Nations round abour, Moſes put them upon | 
renewing their Covenant, Deut, 29.1. T heſe are the word; of the 
Covonant, which the Lord commanded Moſes to make with the chil 

arin cf I[ratl in the Land of Moab, brfide the Convmnant which bt 
m.ide With thim in Horeb, Web ſheweth that that only was a re- 
__ new/| 
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was only 2 renewal of the Covenant. It was neceſſary that the new 


Generation ſhould come urder the bond of a renewed Covenant. 
2. Incaſe of Apeſtacy from God, Renewal of Covenant u 4 Duty. 
Thus alſ01n the Concext : they confeſs that ſuch and ſuch depar- 
' tures fromthe Lord were to beJcharged upon them, and becauſe 
of this they made 4 [ure Covenant, elpecially if theretbe any no - 
table defection and degenericy among a profeſling people , 
their grear duty is to make haite to recover themſelves by a ſo- 
lemn and fincere renewal of theic Covenan: with God in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Ifchere be corruption in Wor hip, then this duty oughe 
to be attended. So in Aſa s tim, 2 Chron,'15. 12. And in Jeh«-ja- 
das time, Chap 23.v.16. Adin the dayes of Hezekiah 'and Jo- 
ſiah,Chron.29 .8. and g4.z3 1. Or if there be corruption in 
manners, though there ſhould be a purity as to external Wor- 
ſhp, chis renewing of Covenant with God is chen alſo a duty, It 
is a great miſtake co th ak that the Lords people of old never re- 
newe] their Coveaanct except they were falle1 co Idvlatry ; For 
the ]- ws were not l1dolaters after the Captivity, therefore the 
Phariſees could ſay, we are not born of Fornication, meaning,they 
were not Idvlaters; and ſo not guilty of ſpiritual aculcery, Job,8, 
41. Y tafter the Captivicy they renewed their Covenant with 
Go1 from t:me to time, So Neh, io. And again in the 5:4, Chap, 
v12,t3 Alſoin Chap, 13.v.2g. And ia Ezra ;0.; There were 
K1,d4'04s evills amongſt them in reſpeR of tranſgreſſions a- 
giin't che 24. Table, and therefore they did, (as was in ſuch caſe 
their duty) ſolemaly renew their Covenant, Now theſe things 
are Written for our. inſtruRion, upon whom the ends of the 
We 1] are came, 1 Cor, 0.41. As the judgments which befell 
the Tews of vid were recorded for our Admonition, ſo the cour ſe 
which they did (according to God) obſerve for the removal or 
dyerting Judgment, is recorded tor our imitation; and in ſpeci- 
4 it erye* concerning this renewing of Covenant, which the 
Jett ſpeaketh of, * . 
2. Buy why f;nld thu be ? 
Anl, | 1 ſhall "mention but one Reaſon of the DoRrine, and 
that is; brcax/e of rhe Glory which doth come to God hereby. Fhe 


o Lord Jehovah luokech upon himſelf as honoured, when his 


Creatures doe ewn him and ſubmit unto him as God, and there- 
fott when thisſubmiſſion'is in the moſt ſolemn manner renewed , 

C | ic 
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(10) 7P 
it tends exceedingly tothe glory of the Name of Cud. More 
over this renewal of Covenant with God through Jeſus .Chiig 
is the great Scripture expedient, in order to the accompliſh 
of Reformation among a —_—_ a». — HR the Scrip. 

"NS tures, and you will ftill find; chat whe 
5.10 Tudaice renovante Fadus tum p - 

& aj hs ok = exempl mpretatis,qued any notable reformation was effeQted 11 

exom; (om wit 74 deceit eccleſias, quam iy os che Chureh, it was in this way attaned, 

ixftituitar Rformatie. Paicator obſery , iz And therefore Piſcator (p) upon thi 

Neii.10. ; . _ .. . Text hath a good obſervation, Mm 

(9) S:e the Engliſh Amrot. 20bs 7H1ifomi- Cath be) is an E xaemple tenching rene 
le non efi poſt ( edem LcbB, auſes faiſſe ſe al of C bick Church be 

me/eſtia Sacril ghis pollaere, Ad effel.un of Covenant, whic Churches ought t 

115.94. nam © bus t72d1t pariicula; et incli.. £0 imitate when they deſire to carry on th 

ma: t Cor 34 Dominum. Calvit is Foſh gg, work of Reformation, Again, this is t 

3g. Sinili modo Anguftinus mwtcry et atur, to prevent much Sin & diſhonour tothe 
Name of God. & that ſeems (9) to be the ſpecial Reaſon why the 
Covenant was renewed not long before Jofhuahs Death, Whate- 
yer private or particular tranſgreiiions there might be,we knoy 
nor; bur it is evident that there was no publick or general defe- 
ion till after Joſhuahs dayes, for it is teltified, 1h.at rhe propl 
ſervel the Lord all the dayes of fohnah, and of the Elders that out 
liv:a }oſbyah, Judg.2.7. Therefore in his dying Exhortation he 
ſaid unto them, cleave nuts the Lord your God, as you have done wn 
to this 4ay. Joſh, 23.8. Why then did he put thei upon renen- 
ing their Covenant F Even that ſo they might be ingaged againſt 
fin and Apoſtacy from God for the future. Hence ic is ſaid, Ch, 
24.25. Foſhnah made a Covenant with the ; People that day, and 
ſet them a Statute and an Ordinance in Shechem, that is to ſay, he 
did ratige it as a ſtanding perpetual Ordinance to them and to 
their poſterity, ſs that Joſhuahs c_ was by a2 Covenane for 
the future, to reſtrain them from Idolatry and Apoſtacy, As 
for thoſe that are ſincere, and truly Conſcientious, ſuch a re 
newal of Covenant as I am ſpeaking of, will ingage them to 4 
more cloſe waizing with God. And others that it may be are 
not gone beyond a legal work, ſuch a Coyenant will be an awe 
upor: Conſcience, ſo as to prevent the Commiſtion of. many a 
Sin, They that have any Conſcience in them, will be afraid to ſin 
when under ſuch ſolemn ingagements to the contrary, Sothen! 
it doth in more reſpe&s then one, tend to the honour of God, & 
therefore his People ought to renew their Covenact, 
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DOSE, 2, Hereis matter of«ad Convition and Reproof. 
And there are efpecially three forts that do fall under juſt 
Reproof from this DoRtrine, t. They that do not enter 
inte Covenant with God; who are (0 far from renewing, 
thac they doe not ſo muth as ftrike a Covenant with the Lord. 
Some there #re that doe not viſibly take hold on the Covenant, 
however not in that explicic manner which is ro be defired : 
ofthis ſort are that can content themſelves to live wich- 
out Church fellowſhip, which is a (7) 


Now to negle@ divine Inſticutions, ſuch 
25 the >. and the Lords Supper, and Med, Theol. &.s (q2-Th 28. 
Church fellowſhip in order thereunto, is to be guilty of break- 
ing char Commandment, and God doth many times puniſh the 
negleR of his own 7aftirurrons, with as great ſevericy as he doth 
plague for the pratice of humane inyentions in the things of 
. It may well be thought that this is one ſpecial rranſ- 
reſfion, which hath provoked the bleſſed God to let looſe the 
hen again{t choſe chat doe profeſs his Name in this Land. 
Ttisa very (ad thing tha: there ſhould be found in the midi(t of 
thee O New-England, whole Plantations of men that will call 
themſelves Chriltians, and yet have lived all their dayes like hea- 
then, without any Sacraments or inſtituted Worſhip of God. 
Wofull ro be ſpoken ! many have been bornin New-England 
that never ſaw a child baprized in the lives, and that k: 0 9.not 
what the Lords Supper meaneth. Yea among(t our ſelves many 


(1) Grevifame peccant, qui 6 chfrenen haben: 
great ſin and provocation to the Lord. [eſe Riclefie adangends et cam _— mt 
breaches of the ſecond Command- 1dftiaate per fiſt ut in ip/a incartas quicguid 
ment doe provoke the Lord to Jealouſie, 4/i«s profitentar, viz baberi poſſint pro figeli - 
Regnam Dri wire querentibas, Amel, 


that content themſelves to live in a careleſs negle& of that Ordi- . 


nance, not being conſcientious in endeavours te prepare them- 


ſelves for, andin an orderly way to come to the enjoyment of * 


that bleſſed Ordinance, Our Fathers came into this Wilderneſs 
_ chit ſo they might build an houſe for God, and walk 
with him in all his holy Inſtico:ions; and therefore there ate 
none in the World, in whom negleQs of that kind are ſo 
enill and provoking to the molt High, as in the. Children of ſuch 
Fathers, Others there are that doe not inwardly and ſincerely 


enter into Covenant with God, And chatis crue concerning all 


unconverged Sinners, all char are in a natural irregenerate eſtate. 
The natural manis a Ser yant te fin and Satan, and riot to God, 
. Cl He 


apy, 8 K 


PER 


beg - (rs) © ſs a... 
He cannot ſay (as the Church fpcaks Lament.3.2Þ. ) tbe Lov; 
wy portion ſaith _—_ His heart chuſerh ſomerhing elle, ay 


not che Lord for his Portien, Though ſuch is the ex 
riches of the price of God. as that he offereth himſelf as Ga 
every ſoa! where the Goſpelis preacheU,cho grace of God which 


bringech Salyacion hath apfjeared to all men, the Logdinth 
G3ſpet ſaith ro every ſinner, if thou wilt forſake all order lors 
and lovers, and give up chy hezre co me, and becom: my ſeryan 
for ever, I: will be chy God, yer the finner prefrererh ſogs 
thing elſe above God." Either his pleaſure is. his God, or th 
world is his God: - As the holy Apoltte did bewail it vi b (ears, 
that ther Wis a Generation of men in the World chat calle 
themſelves Chriſtians, and yet their God us their Bully, who mix 
earthly thing s, whoſe end will be deſtrufiron, Phil,3, 19, AndAly! 
What will the external Covenant doe to a man,as ta thee. 
verlaſting Salvatioa of his Soul, if he bz no ſincere cherein,Wg 
not Þ.ves a ſon of Abraham, an4 yec damned in Hell fire ? Ny 
this, excep: there bea work of Converſion and Regeneration 
will aggravate eternal Condemnation at the lait day, Therefore 
the Lord J:ſus hath ſaid, rhe Chilzren of the Kingdom hall be wh 
ont into utter darkneſs, Mach,8.12, Vaey chat are of the vilid 
Church, and ſo under the bond of the Covenant, and yet in 1 
ſtate of Hypocriſie, ſo living,ſo dying, darkneſs and utter duk 
neſs will be their portion for ever, 

». Thi reproveth thoſe alſs that are backward to renrw thir 
Covenant With the Lord, There hath been too great a backward: 
neſs unto thatin theſe Churches generaliy. Itis a work thy 
ſhould have b:zen done betore now, and then it my by 
much of that do'eful Judgment and miſery which hath filledr): 
Land, would have been prevented ; poſſibly we had not (cen 
many Candleſticks ſtand ſhaking, yea and ſome removed out « 
their places, if this work had been duly attended a few years + 
goe, And it is for a Lamentation, that ſuch bickwardneſs i 
found amongſt the Children of the Covenant £0 a duty of this ns 
ture, So ne of chem that are ready to reuſe and diſown tie (0 
venant, an1ſ» the God of their Fathers, They will not ſubj 
themſelves to che Goverment of Chriit among|t his prople, 4 
Sin that is wont to be attended with heavy Dcſ1)ation, R-mem 
ber thoſe words of Chriſt, Math, 23.3 7,38. 0 Jcru/g/em, ſerve 
lem, I would have gathered thy Ehilaren, as an hen _ 
| chichu 
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thickens wuder be wings, and ye would nat, behold your houſe ts left 
wute you deſy/ate. When the Children of eakien will - _ 
underche wing of the Government of the Lord Jeſus, it is 
not wont to be long before their houſe is left unto them de- 
"folate. Truly, ſuch are |.ke unto profane Eſav, that car'd not 
\what became of bis Birthright, And this is ſer as an eternal 
*Frand upon 'that profane Covenant diſpiſer, that be ſaid, and 
what profit hall this Birthright doe unto me ? and thus Eſau deſpi- 
ſeg bu Birthright. Others there are,chat althovghthey do not po- 
ſively refuſe tro ſubmit themſelves to the [.or d Jeſus, yet are loth 
—qublickly to own &}1vouch him to be their God; Sinfull baſh- 
Fires makerh them backua'd to attend that which they kr ow 
is their Ducy, Bur ſuch wonld doe well to remember & think 
gpon that awſull Scripture, Mark. 8.38. 14 boſorver ſtall be afta- 
med of me, and of my words, in this adnlterans and fin/ul Generation, 
of him alſo ſoall the Son of man be aſhamed, when he cemth in the 
Gly of kis' Fathey With the buly Angels, Moreover, how 
many ae there, thac were born under the covenant, and 
as they grow up to years of diſcretion , doe not endeavour to 
2 a cl.emſelves to take hold on the Lords Covenant, but are 
(4) luch that if they ſhould be pur upon renewing their Cove- 
vant, they would bur profane the holy Covenant, Some of them 
are groſly ignorant, others of them are ofa ſcandalous conver- 
(ation, Dr unkards, Swearers, Sabbath- breakers, diſobedient to 
Parents, Laſcivious, Theeves, Lyars, Should ſuch whilſt they 
ſo continue, be put upon mocking God, by ſaying they will be 
his Coyena:it Servants? No, bu: unto ſuch wicked ones God 
ſaith, what haſt t/:24 to do to arclire my Ratutesor that then ſhouldft 
take my Covenant in thy mouth ? Pla!, ſ0.16, 
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3. T hey alſo fall under ſal Repront from this D:iftrine who are 


griley of Covenant breaving, And ON ! how many, that have carſ: 
to ery Guilty, Guilty before the Lord in this reſpect > without 
doub:, this isth.e ciuſe of that bl udy D-vaſtation that of late 
bath 'bzea in the m'J't of this Land, The people of New-Eng+ 
land are (ifany unCer heaven are ſo) a Cevenant- People, But 
how have they tranſgreſſ:d the everlaſting Covenant ? And 
therefore hath the Lord been whetting his glittering Sword, and 
his hand hath taken hoid on Judgment, he hath made his arrows 
drunk with bloud, and his Sword nach devoured Fleſh, If the 
Covenant had been kept as we were bound to, all this bag never 
G1 been, 


Bapti|me? 


( 14) 
deen, Wherefore the Lord hath ſaid, 7 will bring « S\verd oy, 
Jou, chat ſoall avenge the Quarril of the Coumame,® Lev.26.25 
Are not thouſands of the Children of the Church guilty of 
breaking the Covenant, in that they remember not their Z 1px. 
al Fow ? They labour not to make themlelves a new hearc,they 
{trive not with God in prayer, that he would beftow the regs 
nerating Grace of the Covenant upon their Souls, They make 
10 conſcience 80 obſerve all things which are commanded by the 
Lord Jeſus, whereunto all baptized ones are ſolemnly ingaped, 
Andas for thoſe that bave been ever baptized into the Name of 
Chriſt, and yet ſhall walk loofly and profanely, God will judge 
them as Covenant breakers; and thoſe that are under the dread- 
full and amazing guilt of Serrawentd 


(:} © indiqnt accivit Baptiſma, Jadiciun / | : | 
«ccitiregugu coxtr8 Fulgenc. C.6. Perjary; Yea, & (t) their Baptiſme ſhall 
AMy.Per>insn bs Six Frixciblrs, Þ 34+ 
propeurds this Bueftion. How if 4 mas never at che laſt Day, Moreover, too many 
«pegs _— If - of thoſe that are in full Communion in 
. 15 Dadam 1114 e tbe . : 
£v*2'er b.ca%e be wreaketh ts Vow mad: ts wad Cl.urches,are jultly chargeable with 


FLA 


be broupht in as a Witneſs againſt them 


the guilt of -Covenant breaking b-fore 
the Lord, Certainly, we have many 
Church-Members, that have c-uſe to judge themſelves, and |4- 
ment before the Lord chis day, in »cipect of their maait"old 
breaches of Covenant, O whe 1 Profeſſors of Religion ſhall be 
ofa vain Converſation, that one c4n {ze lictle difference in their 
ſpirits, in their Speeches, in their gar b berween chem, and the 
uffians of the world,ct.is is fearfuil Covenant break! p. Yer isit 
not even thus? May we not ſay as ſometime the Lord by his P:o- 
phet ſpike, Mic. 2.7. O you that are named by the hou'e of } 1cob, iis 
tha Spinit of the Lord firaightwea? are theſe hir doinrs # 1s i: come 
to cha: (ſaith the Lord) chat my Spiric muſt nor be at libe-:y to 
dice& the Prophets to ſay any thing, but what you wou!ld have? 
Are ſuch Expreſſions and ſach Actions of yours, ke daings for 
thoſe that are named the houſe of Jacob ? There is ſcand-l91 
Covetouſnels, there is opprefii-»n, there is unwor chy teproach- 
ing of the Lords fairhful Meſſengers found amongt you; and 
are theſe ſuch doings as doe become the Houſe of Jacob? $v 
may we ſay to many amongſt us. Is ſach a fpiri: ſun. bleto af 
<Church-Member ? Are ſuch words and ſuch pra&tices become- 
ing a Profeſſor of the Goſpel ? When men &-me ivco the Chord) 
they promiſe to walk with God, yetis chere not many 23 + 
Qt 


——_ 
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that hath walked no more cloſely wich God ſiace be came int® 

the Church then he did before ? they that are Fellow-Member® (1) Ste wy Fs 
is the ſame Church, are bound by ebeir Covenant to watch ove® (5, 1;/c40/s 
one anothers Souls, Was (s) not the negleR of due watchful- of the Church 
neſs over Achan the fin which che Church of Iſrael was gnilty Coveuart. p, 6 
of ? and they paid dear for that breach of Covenant, And how 

i Chriſtian, Fraternal mutual Watctfulneſs negleRted among us ? 

Many carry it, aSif they chongc Cain were in the Right, when he- 

aid, aw I wy Brothers Keeper ? The Church Covenant (which is 

allo the Loyds Covenant) binds men to walk not only with God 

but one with another, and therefore co love one another. Yet 

what ſcandalous Diviſions have there been in many Churches ? 

And hath not the Lord to puniſh this Violation of his Covenant, 


| drawn che Sword again{t us ? His Sheep have been ſo unnatural 
25 to devour one another, and co ſeparate and ſtraggle one from 
| another, therefore hath the Lord let looſe wolves upon us all, 
that have made no difference. 

USE 2. Lttitbea worde? Exhortation and tncouragemens 
e ts thu work and Dmty of renewing Covenant with the Lord, 1 
; would apply it in ſpecial to you of this Congregation, who have 
, had ag holy purpoſe is your hearts this way, and therefore have 
1 ſer this day apart, that fo you mighe humble your ſelves before 
e the Lord on the account of former breaches of Covenant, and 
3 ſeek unto him by Fa'iing and Praytr, for che preſence and afli- 
e ſtance of his Spirit to be with you, in what concerns that ſolemn 
i renewal of Covenaot which is now before you, Fer your fur » 
j. | therquickning and encouragement, Conſider, ; 
i; 1.W bat 4 moſ bleſea an1 di frrable thing it irtobein Covenant 
e with God, Plal. 144,15. F:irpy is that prople whoſe God is the Lord, 
0 Ifyon doe flincerely covenant with God, you ſhall never want 


2 ay thing. They that have Godto be theirs, have all; hence 
r Jacob ſaid ro his Brother Eſau, / 4.ve all (+) Gen, 33. 11, You 75” 2 (*) 
» are then ſure of ſpiritual Befli:ps, pardon ot Sin, Grace to 
» perſevere, eternal Life in heaven ar laF, which is therefore cal- 
$! ed the Promiſe, as being a ſpecial Br + ch of the Covenant, Heb, 
N 10.36. Yeaand temporal Bleſſings alf.:, ſo far as ſhall be good 
of FF for you co enjoy them. For Qodlineſs hath :+- Promiſe of the 
"” Life that noty is as well as of that which is to come 1 Tim, g, 8, 
< belides, 1t is a great honour.rnd Dig! ity tc b- in Covenant wi. h 
ne God, It was aid of Samuel , that he was an honourable man, 
becauſe 


6 


Kft of the me- 
moers of the [e- 
cord Church is a | 
Bei#ov, whes for you the Saints and Charch 


w (16) 

becauſe a Aſa of God 1 Sam.y,y. To bethe Servant ofa gray 
Prince, is counted an honour, what is it chen to be the Covenay 
Servant of the great God? To be able to ſay as they did, ty 
It. We art the Sthvants of the God of Heawen, For this Reaſgg 
the Children of Iſrael are (aid to be a great People, yea the grey. 
eſt upon the Face of the Earth; Deut.4.6,7. For poor creuuteh 
eo be'eſpouſed ro the Lord, that God himſelf ſhould ſay tothe 
brbeld I am married to w%, whac _ dignity is his ? Andut 
Chriſt in this place, God hat 


fir Ferpyr put honour upon you on other'accoants,in that you have been 
were /uch as did (*) Mother in Iſrael, other Congregations have iflued from you 


once b'loug to 
the Cbarth is 
DirchcR:r, 


0 now that you ſhould be among the fi it char doe ingage in thy 
Renewal of your eſpoufals to the. Lord Jeſus, God in his prov 
dence hath put an honour upon you in that reſpeR, ic is an bv 
nour to be the firſt in a good work, 

Conſider, z. Yhat eaule there us to ſet about this work in gu 
earneſt, Have we not been under ſad diltreſſ-s ? and doe not the 
ſolemn Rebdukes of God upon us call for ſolemn Renew.l of Cv 
venant? Otlate there have been Burnirgs which the Lorl 
hath kindled. At home there hath bren Da, abroad the ſvorl 
hath bereaved, Ard ſhill we not becanſe of all this mabe 4 [vi 
Covenant ? If otherwiſe, there is not ſo much of H- zckiabs ſp 
rit found among't as, as 0ught ro be, For be could ſay,0Owr 1+ 
thers have fallen by the Sword, 347 Sons, our Daughters, and im 

Wives are in (Captivity, vow it 11 5u my heart to make 4 Covina 
with the Lovd God of [ſracl, 2 Chron 29.9 10, Belides all this 
God holds the Sword in his hand itill, He hath not laid down 
his controverlie, Sometimes we hear Ramors as if wounde 
Chaldeans were like toriſe np, and diſtreſs tiiis Land more ther 
ever. We have cauſe to fear another Storm of wrath, ſeven tind 
greater then the laſf, is yer impending, and not far of, if we de 
not make haſte ro take ſome ef.Aual courſe ts - prevent K 
There are things which I forbear to mention that look withan 
ominous aſpect upan poor New-E gland. All ſhould awaken vs 
to this our Cuty, Furthermore, the iniquiry which is found + 
mongſt us, calls aloud hereunto, Our Backſlidings which at 
many teſtifie againſt us, There is a lamentable decay in New' 
England as to the power of Godlineſs, This Generation is {it 
ſhort of the former. It was ſh:wed bur new, how the Covenant 
hath bren crarſgreſſed Where is the Lite of Diſcipline wh 
: Chyrdes: 
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Odiieedes? And 2316 the Children of che Covenant,the diſcipline 


et 
= of Chrilt alm6R® cotaſly => — And give me leaye to ſay to * 4 
iy - that an'Onufſon of char nacure in you, hath more of evil 7 
bog |, then in ſ6mme others, becauſe you bave been abundantly in- fi 
_ froRed im Arinoples, f&& Truths.of thar: kind , by your former. 
— Brſſad Teacher.” 1 (hall never forges what be ſa'd ro me when 
N his death-bed, about eight years agoe, namely, that Care 
ah fonld be taken that the riſing Generation be broug ht nuder the Gover. 
went of Chriſt in his Church, & when grown up, & auly qualified 
_ that baptiſme ſhoul i n:t bt withel i from thiir Children, 1t then the 
wn Covenamr hath not been duely obſerved, it ought co be renewed. 
T Conſider, 4. The good & benefit which will follow if this matter. 
k þ: 1eely at rended. That is the way co obtain anſwers of prayer: 
When Iſrael wowed 4 wow wnto th: Lord, the Lord hearkened to the 
« voice of 1,varl, Numb. 21.2, 3. Where do we read in Scripture, 
that thee Set vants of Gd have vowed as well as prayed, but emi- 
| nent m2rcy hath followed? This is one way to diyert impending | 
yr wrath, therfore Hez*kiah ſaid, ir i in my heart to make 4 Covenant ; 
4 7 with the Lord, that bis fierce wrath may turs atvay from ns. $0 in j 
y Aſt Time, after the Lords people had renewed their Covenant, 
- it's ſaid, the Lord gave them reſt round about, Who is there bur is 
, ” willing that rhere ſhould be reit round about, that enemies ſhould 
, ” de wholly ſubJned, an# that the Land ſhould relt from war ? We 


ſee what in former generations hath procured dayes of cranquil- 
thi Iry. Would we not have the dark cluuds that threaten our All co 


be diverted ? Ler us then ingage to reform, &return to the Lord, '®} 
R-/erants Bus 


nde I remember it is ſtoried concerning a godly ArchBiſhop of Aag- ch1lcero, 
7 d:burs, that when the Duke ot $S4xo0ny intended to make war u- ; | 
net pon him, Hee reſolved rhat he would endeavor a Reformation of | 


qo the people. & rru't in God for his defence; The Duke ſecretly ſene i 
a {pp co obſ:rve what itregoth & warlike preparations be could | 


yo. take notice of in his enemies countrey, the Spy returas, & infor- 

a meth the Dake that he might eahly overcome his enemy, for he | 
' mite no preparations againit him, only Jad, that he would. en- | 
ha deavour to Reform what w1s amiſs, and would pray, and truſt | 
my God for ſalvation. N.ty then(faid the Duke)s4e Dive! [ball make | 


? 4 a7 tin bim,if he will, for all mee, 1 will never go fight apain(t 
$ Ut a a . , 
ſucha man @s that is. Iruly for us co Reform,yea, tor us to cove- ' 
nant and ingage to the Lord, that wee will Reform theevils chag | 
hve provoked the eyes of his glory, is the deli way in the world 
. D : to 


_ 
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. ty cauſe defigns which may be againſt us to prove abatiine 

Yea, this is the way to obtain Blefings from che Lord as former. 
ly. To have Blaſtings, Droughes, and the like Judgracncs, which 
have a long time aftlited us, co bein mercy removed, Seetg 
this purpoſe Zach.8$.8. they ball be wy People, and I will be thiy 
God. thar is, in other words, theyſhajl renew their Covenant; 
And what followeth? It is ſaid v.10. that there had been ſuch 
times as that rhere was no hire for» man nor for beaſt, neither 
peace to bims that went ont, oy came in, $0 bath ic been wich us, 
Well, bur ſee furtber, v.11, 12, after they had returned to the 
Lord, and ingaged themſelves to him anew, ro walk as became 
his people, now (ſaith the Lord) tbe ſeed ſhall be proſperous, the vint 
foall give her fruit, and the ground hall give her increaſe, and the 
heavens ſhall give their devy, If then we do return to the Lord 
in his way, He will beſtow temporal BleMngs upon us (ſo far 
as ſhalt be good for us)or if not, greater mercyes in ſtead therof 
And I would not wholly forbear to mention heve, that the Lord 

To C447d'8 3 hath lately and fignally owned this work of renewing Covenant 

Flin0usn p, _ among our Brechren tn the Churches of the neighbour Colony, 

os o_ j Ma " From that very day they mer with nothing bat wonderfull $uc- 

11:1y end #f 1» Celles in their ingagements againſt the enemy, 

4. "lonth 1656, By way of Direction, 

ant con ſins 17, Inrventwing Covenant with God, ſNcial Sins ſhould be rim 

= #92 H'4- Feſed, and Refermation thereof ſolemnly ingaged. The fins of the 

1:8; LA : : 

$1; 11.4 2414, TIMeS,Or the Place where we live, ſuch as the Lord may have any 

is. "* ſpecial controverſy for, theſe ſhould be ingaged againſt, This we 
fre in the Context, this people was guilty of much Senſaality, and 
therefore they promiſed to the Lord to become a reformed peo 
ple in that reſpe4, Neh,16.30. The Sabbath had not b*en ob. 
ſerved with that RtriRneſs and Conſcience that ſhould have been, 
wherefore they ingage Reformation. as to that evill alſo, Yea 
and that thzy would endeavour to keep themſelves pure from 
the ſins of orher men, v.31. They had been guilcy of fins of 6 
m'\i 31, and chence Covenant to endeavour Reformation. There 
was 4 ſpirit of Worldlineſs prevailing among(t them, diſcove- 
rins 1: ſ:If in traigh:t-handedneſs, as to matters that did con- 
cern the maintenance of the publick worſhip of God among| 
them, 0n which accounts they faichfully promiſed as before the 


Lord, to be more liberal for the future, 


y 
2,100 


om {7 

3. In Covtnanting givs wp your Childoen ar well ar your ſelves 
Godin feſms Chrif®, As tor the Children that are come to 
years of underſtanding, and fir for ſuch a work, they oughc wich 
their own mouthes co ingage ſubjeRioy to the Lord, for fo it 
was when this people renewed their Covenanr, their ſons and 
their daugbcers, every one having Knowledge, ſeparated them- 
ſelves unto the Law of God. Chep. 10. v.28. And as for, 
ſuch as are in Minority, cbeir Parents ought to aR for chem, Be - 
ware how you exclude your poor Children out of the Covenant, 
For that would Jav afaral corner ſtone of Anabaptiſme, a Weed 
which God nev:r planted, nor ever watered it to this day. Yea 
it would \ay a deep foundation of wofull apoftacy from God, 
witneſs :'\at Scripture, Joſh, 22,24,25; If in time to come your 
Children fbould ſpeak unto onr Children, ſaying, what have you to doe 
with the Lord God of Iſratl, ye kave no part in the Lord, ſo ball 
jour children make our children ceaſe from fearing the Lord, TO 
deny thera all intereſt in the Covenant, is the way to make tliem 
ceaſe from fearing the Lord. Remember, that when the ſecond 
Gereration, of them that came out of Egypt, renewed their Co- 
yenant wich the Lord, it is expreſly ſaid, not only that they 
themſelves, t ut chat their [5rtle ences «Iſo did enter into Covenant. 
Deut,29.11.12. And one of the great Lights of New-England 


the Lor / 1: doth imply that they confeſſed rheir fins, and became 
Diſciples and followers of the Apoltles DuRtrine, and ſo ing ged 
themſelves, and Covenanted alſo for their Children, to follow the 
trach of the G'1ſpel, We know (my Brethren) what Pharaoh 
did yield unto. gee nov yie that are men and ſePve the Lord, but as 
for your /ittle owes, not ſo,they ſhall not be ingaged co ſerve God 
with you, + Let not any of us be like unto him, Ir is recorded 
inthe New-Te lament,concerning the Chriftians a: Tyre,that not 
only the meu, but aiſo cheir wives, yea and their Children (chil- 
drenare exp. elly mentioned) manifeſted theic aff-Rion to the 
Miniſtry, and worſhipped the Lord rogether. AR.21.5, And 
was the Lord Jeſas ever more moved with anholy indignation at 


"is own Diſciples, then .at that time, when our of a perverſe 


zal, and (infull ſcrupuJoſicy, they would bave witheld lutle chil- 
dren from him ? Men are not aware how mach they diſpleaſe 
Ciriſt by ſuch a ſpicie, and by praRices according thereunto. 

F mat 3. Be 


() 
Alr. Ho 
. . In Survey #f+ 
(*) hath: jud1c1Quily obſerved, that when it is ſaid of thoſe Con- Diſciple 8.7-Þs 
vertSin the Acts chat they were added to the Chich, and added to 16, 
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© {$5 Be ſure that when you evtiy into Covtununt with the 131 


you be ſincere and hearty in what you doe. For the Lord ſearcheth a 
hearcs, and underſtandeth all > 9 ——_— of the thought, 
therefore ſerve him, & ingage your ſelves co him with a perte4 
heart and a willing mind. It is not enough for us to promily 
with our Lips, or with our hands co write a Covenant, but our 
hearts, yea our whole heart muſt be His. 2 Chron. 15.12, Thy 
eutred into 4 Covenant to ſeth the Lord God of their Father, with 
all their heart, and with all thiir Soul, SOv.15. They had ſwin 
with all their heart and ſought him with their Yehole deſire, and þ 
Was found of them, Thus Jofiah when he promored this work 
renewirg the Covenant, he did it with all bis heart, 2 Chron,z4 
31. Though the people many of them, were nor ſincere in whit 
they did, which is the cauſe of that complaint of the Prophet 
Jeremiah who lived in thoſe dayes, Jer. 3.10, /udab hath not twe 
ed to me with her whole heart, but feignealy ſaith the Lord, Ali, 
the Body of the people. netwichſtanding their outward covenant: 
ing and reforming, had Idols ſet up in their hearts (till, O let i 
not be ſo with us. After renewal of Covenant, let not y our hears 
poe after their covetouſneſs, 
Therefore, 4. Keep Covenant with the Loyd, Bt it be 2 ſir: 
Covenant, Jer 50.5. come let ns joyw onr ſelves tothe Lords 
prypetwal Covenant which ſhall not be forgotten, It were butt 
not to Covenant, then not to muke Conſcierce of keeping Cove 
nant when we have done, Therefore Solomon ſaith, Better it 
1s thou fbonuldfs net wow, then that thox ſhgulaſft vo\v and not on, 
Eccleſ.5 5. Covenanting without Conſcience to perform, mill 
bring a heavy cut ſc at lait, Therefore in the context it 1s ſad 
this people,that 1&4 extred into « Curſe, becauſe if there were nit 
care ard conſcience to ubſerve,the Covenant, they made then 
ſelves liable to the curſe and wrath of an holy God. It is a dre 
full thing to fin after ſolemn renewal of Covenant, Thenceit | 
a fearfull ching for men to ſin after they have been at a Sact 
ment, or after a day of Humihation, Becauſe this 15 co break (0 
yenant with God. 'Much more isit a deſperate provocation 10 
the eyes of his Glory, for men to {in as formerly, after che mot 
ſolemn renewals of Covenant, Luther ſpeaks (y/ of a graces 
worn, that when tempted by Satan, would anſwer hn 
Sata [ may not doe it, tov 1 am baptized, So if after you bt 
anew jngaged your ſelves to the Lord, Satan ſhould rempt 17 
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to this or that which is diſpleaſing 1n the ſight of God, Anſwer, 
] may not give way to ſuch a temptation, for I have renewed 'my 
Covenant, If cempred to pride and vanity in that reſpeR, ſay, 1 
may not give way to ſuch a thing, for I have renewed my Cove- 
nant, If terapted to ſenſuality and worldlineſs, ſay, I may not - 
hearken to thoſe allurements, for 1 have renewed m\ Covenant, 

And what ſhall we doe that we may keep Covenant ? 

Anſw. 5. Whatever jou det, doe all in the Nawe of Chriſt, Look 
unto Jeſus for help and Grace, Goe to him for pardon of all 
former breaches ot Covenant, that his blood (which is the blood 
of the everlaſting Covenant) may be ſprinkled upon your ſouls, 
Without him you cannot renew your Covenant aright, nor keep 
it when you have done, without we (ſaid Chriſt to his Diſci- 
ples) you can do nothing, Joh.15.5. But through the grace and 
ſtrengch of Chriſt, you may doe all things. Be ſtrong then in whe 
Grace that is. in Chriſt Jeſus,  Goe on in his Name and fear, 
humbly depending on him for the ſupplyes of his Spirit. And I 
deſeech God, that the Grace of the Lord Jeſus may he with you, 


Tib: Domine; 


